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Wisconsin Division engineer Charlie Meroff sitting in his train room on 12/11/06 and on the right – Charlie with his hat 

collection.  Dave Hawley visited Charlie that evening and both had a good time talking about their railroad careers.  Earlier 

that day, Charlie learned that he’d been officially retired at age 65 and was no longer considered disabled.   Just about a 

month later, on January 15, 2007, Charlie passed away. 

 
 

Wisconsin Division men on the lead unit of train #295 at 

North Fond du Lac, WI.  Engineer Charlie Meroff, 

Conductor Benny Magdziarz and Brakemen Mike 

Tachmazian and George Leffelman in 1987. 

Operator Norman Horn hired out on the C&NW in 1949.  

That year, he worked at Lake Geneva, Kedzie, Creston, 

Richmond, Aurora & Nachusa.  In 1950, he worked at Dixon 

and later at Tower NX (Rochelle, IL.) until it closed in 1965. 

Norman now lives in Rochelle.  Photo taken on 09/06/06. 

  

Track Inspector John “Doctor” Hepperly and his Hi-Rail truck at 

Rochelle, Illinois on 08/08/06. 
Illinois Division Men at Proviso on 08/25/06.  (left to right) 

Conductors Ed Tribble, Joe Sebo and Engineer Jason 

Melcher.  

  

Illinois Division Engineer Wayne Eichmann at Rochelle, IL 

on 08/08/06. 

Illinois Division Engineer Rory Peterson at Rochelle on 

08/17/06 on Train IG3G2-17. 
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Illinois Division Engineer Quentin Booker at Proviso on 

08/25/06. 

Global 3 MIC Brain Runkle at Global 3 on 08/08/06. 

 

  

Global 3 workers set a record for the number of lifts.   Here 

are some of the employees that made it happen.  (left to 

right)  Spotter Nicholas Thruman, Conductor Tim Bucey, 

RCO Kevin Pinske, Clerk Therese Ryan, RCO George 

Thoreson and RCO Mike Schaffer at Global 3 on 12/20/06. 

Proviso Diesel Mechanic Eric Zabelny at Proviso on 

08/25/06. 
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